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While studying the breeding biology of the House Sparrow 
Passer domesticus in 1972, I collected an incubating female 
House Sparrow sitting on a clutch of six eggs on 29 May at 
1930. On the first examination of the nest on 24 May, five eggs 
were found and a subsequent checking on 27 May revealed the 
presence of one more egg. The nest was again inspected on 
6 June when it contained one lean and weak live nestling and 
dead dried up nestlings. 


The nest was built at a height of six metres from ground 
in the space between the corrugated tin roof and the outside 
wall in one of the buildings of the Tobacco Store at Baghdad. 
The tin roof of the store was plastered with a thick layer 
(12 to 15 em) of mud. 


The temperature taken with a maximum and minimum 
thermometre placed in a similar but a different nest area for 
the period gave the following readings : 

Date Temperature °C 
at the time 
of checking Max. Min. 
May 29 1830 36-1 43-9 27°8 
30 1845 37°8 42-8 24-4 
1820 34-4 43-9 25-6 
1830 40-0 42-2 26-7 
1900 42-2 46-1 29-4 
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The sixth and the last egs was probably laid on 25 May. 
Allowing an incubation period of twelve days the nestlings 
might have hatched out between fourth and sixth June. 


It is known in the case of the House Sparrow that the death 
of one of the parents causes the other to desert the nest 
(Summers-Smith 1967). The male almost certainly would have 
deserted the nest after the disappearance of the female. This 
being the case, it may be concluded that the House Sparrow 
eggs in a hot climate like that of Baghdad could tolerate high 
ambient temperature and could successfully hatch even in the 
absence of parental cere during the second half of incubation 
period. 
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